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LETTER 
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Lord RoBERT BERTIE. 


My LORD, 


HARACTERS like your's, are re- 
garded with impartial Attention 


* 


| by human Society, and the World 


will impatiently expect ſomething in 
your Conduct ſuitable to your Rank and 
Dignity. Thoſe who are intruſted with 
the Charter of our Liberties, or the Re- 
venge of our Wrongs, are laid under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations which Honour or 

Gratitude can impoſe, to maintain the 
| M0 Rights 


„ 
Rights and execute the Reſentment of 
their Country; but if they fail to exert 
themſelves to the utmoſt for this Purpoſe, 
the People, naturally fretful at their 
Loſſes, will not forbear reflecting on the 
ſuppoſed Authors of their Misfortunes. 
And when they call to mind that inde- 
lible Diſgrace which has befallen them in 
the Mediterranean, it's poſſible they may 
mingle too much Petulance and Severity 
in their Cenſures upon thoſe who were 
concerned in that unfortunate Expedi- 
tion. | 


I am: extremely ſorry, my Lord, to 


find your Name in the Number of thoſe 
to whoſe Miſconduct that fatal Defeat is 


attributed. You have been marked out by 


the Indignation of the Publick, and ma- 


liciouſly charged with Principles the moſt 
remote from your Heart, and Deſigns. 
No Perſon, I can aſſure you, was more 
aſſiduous in vindicating your Fame, than 
the Author of this Addreſs; and it was 


not 
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not without the utmoſt Reluctance, that 
I ever ſuffered myſelf to entertain any 
Suſpicion of the Wiſdom or Activity of 
your Conduct: But fince you have 
eſpouſed the Cauſe of the Admiral, now 
under Condemnation, with ſo much 
Warmth and Solicitude, I fear your Sen- 
timents are no longer a Doubt, nor your 
Behaviour altogether capable of ſuch an 
honourable Conſtruction as your Friends 
could wiſh. 

I 5HALL therefore take that Liberty 
which, as one of your Conſtituents, I 
may claim, of canvaſſing the Merits of 
that Tranſaction in which your Lordſhip 
had a conſiderable Share; and as I ſhall 
endeavour to preſerve an inviolable Re- 
gard to Truth, without Partiality orRan- 
cour, I hope you will eſteem theſe Re- 
monſtrances as the Obſervations of a 
Friend, folicitous for your Reputation ; 
2nd not of an Enemy, exulting in your 
Adverſity. Theſe are the unanimous 


Sentiments of your Conſtituents, who 
B 2 think 
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think themſelves ſo far intereſted in the 
Fate of their Repreſentative, as to be 
honoured by his Glory, and wounded 
by his Diſgrace ; who are more publick- 
ſpirited than to juſtify an unworthy Mem- 
ber, and more generous than to deſert a 
faithful Officer, tho' the popular Cry be 
againſt him. The principal Objections 
againſt your Lordſhip's Conduct, on 
which I ſhall now freely animadvert, are 
the Part you acted in the Mediterranean, 
and the Defence. you have made at 
home. 

WII relation to the firſt, my Lord, I 
believe that your Friends and Enemies 
both lamented that terrible Overſight in 
the Adminiſtration, which 8 to 
prepare ſo invaluable a Fortreſs, as $7. 
Philip's, for every Contingency whatſo- 
ever; and, when it was beſieged, heartily 
wiſhed that that Detachment, which 
your Lordſhip commanded, had been 
gronger for its Relief, They appre- 
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hended that it was not politick, conſi- 
dering the precarious Events of War, to 
truſt to a ſmall Number, from an oſten- 
tatious Confidence of our Strength, or 
an ill-judged Frugality, when greater 
Forces might have been ſent, conſiſtent 
with our Safety at home. 

Bur it unfortunately happened, that 


thoſe few on board were all that Gr. 
tar could ſpare. Minorca was expoſed. 


to a furious Storm, the General was 
brave, and the Garrifon ſuſtained the 
Attack with undaunted Reſolution. But 
Valour cannot ſurmount all Difficulties, 


Courage cannot ſtifle the Demands of 


Nature, nor the greateſt Spirits perſevere 
without ſome Relaxation from Hardſhip 
and Fatigue: They had to encounter 
with the intenſe Heat of the Climate, 
and were denied the neceſſary Refreſh- 


ment of Repoſe. In theſe Circum- 


ſtances, what Tranſports of Pleaſure 
would the Sight of a Britiſb Fleet in- 
ſpire? 
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ſpire? How chearfully would they exert | 


all their remaining Strength, in hopes of 


being ſpeedily ſupplied with all the Ne- 


ceſſaries their Diſtreſſes required? What 
noble Efforts muſt they make, when 
they ſaw a freſh Reinforcement of Men 
flying as ſwift as poſſible to their Aſſiſt- 
ance? The ſmalleſt Detachment that 
could have been landed, attended with 
Stores and Proviſions, would have re- 
vived their Courage, animated their Spi- 
rits, and poſſibly might intirely have de- 
feated the Deſigns of our Enemies. 
What Motives of an oppoſite Nature 


could ſway with ſuch weighty Confide- 


rations ? What Danger could there be in 
attempting to land? What Heſitation 
could there be about the Expediency of 
it? What Council, good God! could 
deliberate a Moment, whether they 
ſhould help their Friends, or abandon 


them to Deſtruction? The Reaſons 


which were urged againſt that Enter- 
prize, 
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prize, were not on account of the Small- 


| neſs of the Detachment, but the Danger 


of entering the Harbour, which would 
have been equally concluſive againſt the 
moſt numerous Body, which muſt have 
ſuffered more from the Fire of their 
Cannon than a few, and would deter us 
from performing any Exploits which are 
attended with the leaſt Degree of Dan- 
ger or Inconvenience. But admitting 
the Truth of that Aſſertion you have 
frequently maintained, That all the 
Aſſiſtance you was capable of bringing 


Aa 


< would have been no effectual Relief; 
and, at beſt, could but have protracted 


the Siege a few Days; admitting, I 
ſay, that the Preſence and Encourage- 
ment of ſo many ſuperior Officers would 
not have accompliſhed that deſireable 
End, yet you would have ſtood ac- 


quitted, and glorious, in the Eyes of your 


Country, and of Poſterity. The Guilt 
would have been confined: intirely to 
thoſe 


BE 


' thoſe who ſent you out in ſo miſerable a 


Plight : We ſhould have pitied and ap- 
plauded the gallant Efforts of that Bra- 
very which was not crowned with Suc- 
ceſs; we ſhould have reſigned the Place 
with leſs Regret, when it was ſo dearly 
bought.—But, alas! we did not put it in 
the Power of Fortune to ſave us: The 
leaſt Evil was not hazarded; we had not 
the Pain of ſeeing our Friends.overcome 
by a ſuperior Enemy ; your Valour was 
reſerved for a nobler Theatre, and your 
Eloquence ſpared for a more glorious 
Occaſion. 

THERE is one Circumſtance, my 


Lord, which I ſhall mention, as it juſt 


occurs to my Mind. If I forget not, it 
was agreed in Council, that the Enemy 
could never neglect planting Cannon on 
ſuch advantageous Places, as thoſe two 
oppoſite Points which command the 
Avenue of the Harbour. Now as you 


did not approach ſo near the Place as to 
be 


13 
be Spectators of any dreadful Artillery 
planted to intercept Relief, this Opi- 
nion muſt be wholly founded on Con- 
jecture; and you had as much Reaſon 
to apprehend it while at Gibraltar, as 
after the 20th of May; and if ſo, would 
it not have been more prudent to have 
ſtaid at Gibraltar, than have put your 
Men on board a Squadron ſo imperfect- 
ly equipped, deſtitute of Hoſpital and 
Store - ſhips, where they could be of no 
Service, where they muſt conſume the 
Proviſions of the Fleet, and be liable to 
the Sickneſs which attends a cloſe Con- 
finement? Who could have objected to 
you the Diſobedience of Orders then, if 
they acquit you now? How ridiculouſly 
muſt you pretend to ſay, that the Com- 
mands of Majeſty were obeyed, when 
the leaſt Attempt was never made to land 
the Reinforcements at that Place where 
it was only in their Power to be of any 
Service? I defy all Hiſtory to produce 
C any 
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any Inſtance when the Orders of a So- 
vereign, and the Poſleflions of a King- 
dom, were ever ſo infamoufly diſre- 


carded, under the Sanction of a Council! 
I Have nothing, at preſent, to ſay con- 


cerning the Engagement betwixt the two 
Admirals, as your Lordſhip's Fame was 
not intereſted in the Event; and what- 


ever Benefit the Squadron might be ſup- 


poſed to receive from the Continuance of 
your Regiment on board, I prefume you 
will not afcribe to them the Merit of 
having defeated the Enemy. The prin- 
cipal Figure you had the Honour to 


make, was in the deciſive Reſolution, 


agreed upon in Council, of returning 
to Gibraltar. I don't ſuppoſe your Lord- 
ſhip was more forward in promoting that 
Determination, than any of thoſe that 
compoſed that honourable Body. As to 
the Loſſes and Situation of the Fleet, I 


don't doubt but they might be repre- 


ſented to you in ſuch a Light, that it 
might 


[ I1 ] 


might appear wiſe and neceſſary to repair 
to Gibraltar to refit, before you ven- 
tured upon another Engagement ; but 
how any other Reaſons could impoſe 
upon your Judgment to conſent to ſo in- 
famous a Retreat, I cannot conceive ; 
and am amazed and confounded when I 
think of it.— Could it ever ſeriouſly be 
E | urged, that the French Fleet deſigned to 
S | eſcape thro the Streigbis, in order to join 
a Squadron from Breſt, and fo do ſome 
terrible Miſchief, the Lord knows where? 
----What unaccountable Panick could 
ſeize you, in behalf of Gibraltar? Were 
not all their Efforts exerted, all their Ar- 
2 maments drained, all their Magazines 
BZ exhauſted, to carry on the Siege at Mi- 
1 norca? —beſides the Strength they bor- 

rowed of the Genceſe. 
War Alarms could Gibraltar ap- 
prehend, unleſs Ships were to riſe from 
the Deep, or an Army drop from the 
Skies ?--- Whatever they might boaſt of 
the Strength and Cleanneſs of their Fleet, 
Jl they 
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E 
they muſt have ſuſtained ſome Damage 
in the Engagement: They muſt be 


weakened and diſabled by the briſk 


Firing of Mr. Weſt's Diviſion; not to 
mention the immenſe Quantity of Pow- 
der and Ball diſcharged from the Ramil- 
lies, which ſurely could not be expended 
in vain.--Yet,notwithſtanding theſe Rea- 
ſons, it appeared more eligible to you to 
retire, than to anſwer the Deſign of your 


Expedition. 


I wouLD not be underſtood to re- 
flect on the Valour of thoſe Officers 
who embarked along with you ; and you 
might think it a Deference due to them 
to acquieſce in their 'Sentiments.—But 


yet, my Lord, had you conſidered, with 


due Attention, the Diſtreſſes of thePlace-- 
the Certainty of its falling into the Hands 
of the French, if not relieved—the grand 
Purpoſe for which you was ſfent—and 
the Cenſures to which you would ſtand 
peculiarly expoſed, as Commander of 

the 
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the Regiment on board I am per- 
ſuaded you would have been the firſt for 
landing the Reinforcement, and have in- 
dignantly rejected a Propoſal for abandon- 
ing a Fortreſs ſo valuable, unaſſiſted, un- 
relieved. Whatever Danger might have 
attended the Enterprize, would have re- 
dounded to your Glory and your Neu- 
trality, at leaſt, would have endeared 
you to the eternal Eſteem of your 
Friends, and recommended you to greater 
Honours than we can confer.— What 
Pleaſure would it give to thoſe who have 
3 the leaſt Connection with you, to find 
1 your Reſolution ſo ſingularly diſtin- 

guiſhed, and your Zeal for your Country 
ſo warm, as to ſurmount every Obſta- 
cle, every Difficulty, attending its De- 
fence! I remember to have read of a 
great General, whoſe Example ſhould 
be the Model of every Soldier, that 
having convened a Council to debate 
upon ſome important Enterprize, then 


in 
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in Agitation, and finding them diſcon- 


tented with his Propoſal, he upbraided 
their Timidity, gave them Liberty to 
return, and declared that he would march 
forward with his own fifth Legion alone! 
----His Reproach had a juſt Effe& upon 


them, and inſpired them with ſuch 


Shame and Indignation as rekindled 
their Courage, and carried them thro' 
the greateſt Difficulties with uninter- 
rupted Succeſs. 

My Lord, I ſhould not have expoſ- 
tulated with you ſo freely, had I not 
been aſſured that the intended Rein- 
forcement was practicable, and might 
have been ſucceſsful. Hiſtory affords 
many Inſtances of Garriſons, in Strength 
much inferior to Sr. Philips, holding out 
againſt a more formidable Enemy ; and, 
whatever Repreſentations may have been 
given of the romantick Nature of the 

ttempt, if I ſhould maintain that 
your own ſmall Supply would have been 

ſuffi- 
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ſufficient, I ſhould be juſtified in the 
Aſſertion by the moſt unexceptionable 


Authority. 


THERE is great Reaſon to believe, that 
had the fatal Attack, on the 29th of June, 
been repulſed from thoſe Forts which 
were molt defenceleſs, and moſt ſur- 
prized, as it might have been done with 
a very ſmall Number more, they never 


would have renewed it again with equal 


Fury, or equal Advantage. And if there 


be any Weight in this Suppoſition, if there 
- was any Proſpect of affording the Caſtle 


any Relief, we can't help being aſto- 
niſhed that any Danger ſhould induce 
you to decline the Proſecution of ſo glo- 
rious an Undertaking. We cannot 


applaud the Voice you gave in the 


Council, according to our preſent Ap- 
prehenſions; and we muſt continue in 
this Opinion, unleſs you ſhall vindicate 
your Conduct, and acquaint us with 
thoſe Views that influenced your Lord- 

ſhip's 


4 1 
ſhip's Determination. This a Piece of 
Juſtice which the Honour of your Cha- 
racter requires, and which your Friends 
expect. As your Electors, we beſeech 
it; as the Subjects of an inſulted King- 
dom, whoſe Loſſes are univerſally felt, 
we demand it at your Hands. 

ReeLect, my Lord, (for your Coun- 
try can never forget) what a long Succeſ- 
ceſſion of dreadful Conſequences this 


Loſs muſt extend to Futurity ? What 


additional Expences muſt the Protection 
of our Trade require, when thus de- 
prived of its Guardian? What Sums can 
inſure the Return of our Ships, expoſed, 


as they muſt conſtantly be, to the Cap- 
ture of our Enemies? What Profit can 


attend that Commerce, which muſt al- 
ways be liable to irretrievable Loſſes? 
What Fleets of Convoys muſt be en- 
gaged for our Defence, which might 
otherwiſe be employed to the Annoyance 
of the Enemy ? What aggravated In- 

| dignities 
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dignities we muſt receive from the moſt 
contemptible Powers in the Mediterra- 
nean, who will look upon this Defeat as 


the certain Token of the Ruin of our 
once invincible Navy. 


WInIOBEVER conſiders this ſad Concur- 
rence of Misfortunes, and at the fame 
time the Enormity of the Diſgrace we 
have ſuſtained, will bluſh to find fo 
black a Period as this recorded in the 
Annals of Great Britain. Let it never 


be remembered, what great and laſting 


Advantage might have been reaped from 
the Defeat of the moſt raſh Invaſion 


that was ever undertaken, how fatal a 


Wound we might have given to their 
Ambition, and what future Hoſtilities 
might have been prevented. May Poſ- 
terity forgive us for loſing the moſt glo- 
rious Opportunity of gaining a complete 
and final Triumph over our Enemies, 
that Heaven ever gave. May not our 
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cence could only create. 


Colonies reproach us for all thoſe Cruel- 
ties and Calamities, which this diſaſtrous 
Event has contributed to enhance and 
prolong. 
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AND now, my Lord, I proceed to the 
Defence you have made in favour of the 
Admiral, when the united Voice of his 
Country called upon him to anſwer for 
his Conduct: And here you have 
eſpouſed ' his Cauſe with a Solicitude 
eager for his Safety, and with a Confi- 
dence which the Perſuaſion of his Inno- 
You was 
pleaſed to expreſs the greateſt Surprize, 
that the Action on the 2oth of May 
ſhould be fo univerſally condemned by 
the Nation; and to prevent your Friends 
from being carried down the Tide of 
popular Clamour, you favoured them 
with a particular Account of the Situa- 
tion, Strength, and Armament of the 
two Squadrons. You gave a particular 


Calcu- 


1 


1 

Calculation of the Weight of Metal, the 
Number of Guns, and Superiority of 
Men; from which it appears, that if no 
Confidence was to be placed in the Va- 
lour and Activity of our Seamen, and the 
Experience of our Commanders, we 
muſt inevitably loſe the Victory. To 
confirm this, the State of our Fleet 
might be added, which has been ſo pa- 
thetically repreſented as weak, deſtitute, 
and unprovided with neceſſary Stores and 
Tenders, at a Time, alas! when it ought 
to have been invincible. Beſides, we 
have been told of the immenſe Rate at 
which our Enemy's Ships failed, (if we 
were capable of being bubbled by fo 
palpable an Impoſition) which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily diſappoint our moſt vigorous Ef- 
forts in the Chace. 


AND yet, notwithſtanding theſe un- 
ſurmountable Difficulties, which it was 
Mr. Byng's peculiar Misfortune to en- 
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1 20 ] 
eounter with, your Friends cannot ceaſe 
to believe, with the moſt exquiſite Con- 
cern and Regret, that it was in our Power 
1 to have deſtroyed their boaſted Squa- 
dron, and abundantly revenged their In- 
vaſion of Minorca. | 
War Inſtance can be produced 
in our naval Records, where ſo ſmall 
a Difference in Strength was ever 
urged to vindicate a timorous Action, 
or juſtify a haſty Retreat. There has 
been a time when our Captains, ſo 
far from being terrified with a formid- 
able Enemy, have exulted in their Supe- 
1 riority - improved it to their own greater 
|» Glory, and'envied no Succeſs but what 
| has been obtained by unequal Numbers. 
— Vigilance and Reſolution will ſucceed 
againſt the ſtrongeſt Force. Fortune 
may hold the Ballance of War; but 
Bravery turns the Scale. 
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Ir any thing could embitter the Re- 
membrance of our late Misfortunes, it 
muſt be thoſe Circumſtances that have 
ſuſpended the Fate of the Author of 

them ſo long, contrary to the united 
Demands of the Kingdom. We are 
not ſo barbarouſly impatient for Juſtice, 
as to deny an equitable Trial to the 
worſt of Criminals; but we cannot ſee 
why the Satisfaction of an injured People 
ſhould be delayed; and we can never 
be too jealous of that Power which en- 
ables us to arraign the greateſt Crimes, 
and condemn the moſt capital Offenders. 
And, with relation to the preſent Caſe, 
nothing but the moſt ſcrupulous Mercy 


could have deliberated on the Execution 


of his Sentence ſo long. The Fury of 
the People was ſubſided. All the Wea- 


pons, which Falſhood and Calumny 
could 
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could invent, to transfer the Odium of 
this Tranſaction to a higher Cauſe. His 
Situation was conſidered with all the 
Allowance that Candour could make: 
His Judges entered upon his Trial free 
from all Prejudice and Paſſion, and every 
Witneſs that was deſired was granted. 
So that all Complaints of ill Uſage and 
Injuſtice are urged without the leaſt 
Shadow of Foundation; and there is 
not the leaſt Reaſon to pretend that he 
falls a Sacrifice to the Reſentment of a 
private Party.—If he has the Sanction 
of Authority to produce, let his Com- 
miſſion be ſhewn, and the Myſtery of 
the whole Combination be unfolded : 
But if no Aſſociates ſhould be found, if 
the original Springs of our Miſchiefs 
ſhould be inacceſſible, we do know the 
Inſtruments of them, and whether Bri- 


bery 
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bery or Diſaffection, or Cowardice or 
| Negligence, has principally prevailed. — 
We know what we ought to have done, 
and need not be reminded what we have 
loſt. We are ſenſible who reflected Di 
grace upon his Majeſty's Flag, abandoned 


his gallant Countrymen, and infamouſly 


retreated to Gibraltar, while our Enemies 
were ſeizing an undefended Garriſon, and 
triumphing in thoſe Seas which never ac- 
knowleaged any but a Britiſh Sovereign 
before. When we repoſe ſuch an im- 
portant Truſt in the Hands of a Com- 
mander, the leaſt Neglect in the Diſ- 
charge of it is a Crime of the moſt ag- 
gravated Nature. What can make us a 
Recompence for what we have loſt ? 
not all the Spoils of Plunder, nor the 
Profits of illicit Trade. 'The Forfeiture 


of that immenſe Fortune he has accu- 


5 % 


mulated 


(24 ] 

mulated would be no Amends; and the 
Sacrifice of that Life he did not raſhly 
'expoſe to Danger, would be too ſmall 
an Atonement of our Wrongs. Did we 
not hope ſo memorable an Example 
would do Juſtice to our Name, and pre- 
vent the ſame fad Miſconduct from ever 

being tranſacted any more. | 
Ir there be any Weight in theſe Ob- 
ſervations, Mr. Byng has been treated 
with no cruel Severity to which he was 
not intitled ; and whoever exert them- 
ſelves as Patrons and Defenders of his 
Cauſe, cannot hope to be exempt from 
the unſparing Cenſures of the Publick.-- 
Your Lordſhip's Evidence has not been 
the leaſt remarkable: You have be- 
friended him in open Court; and in 
private Converſation you have not ſcru- 
pled to expreſs your favourable Opinion 
of 


1 


(25 ] 
of his Conduct, in Oppoſition to the 
general Belief of his Country. —What- 
ever Principles you may have declared 
in the latter Caſe, I ſhall not charge you 
with ; but your Depoſitions, as an Evis 
dence, are ſubject to every one's Exa- 
mination; and theſe, I preſume, are 
far from making his Character appear 
in a more agreeable Point of View than 
it was placed in before. If your Lord- 
ſhip could have diſcovered one Reaſon 


why Mr. Byng's Ship was prevented 


from bearing down upon the Enemy 
with all Expedition ; why he was kept 
back ſo long, that one of our own 
Ships, which did not fail ſo well as the 
Ramillies, was able to get betwixt him 


and the Enemy, and was in great Dan- 


ger therefore of receiving her Fire— 
you would have alledged an Argument 
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in his Defence more material and im- 


portant, than a thouſand Encomiums 
on his Calmneſs and Preſence of Mind. 
Facts are the only ſolid Teſts of Truth, 
and the only Proofs which are liable to 
no Ambiguity: And if we appeal to 
theſe, may we not ſuppoſe that every 
Contingency that furniſhed a Pretence 


for Trifling and Delay, was gladly em- 


braced. 


What Appearance is there 
of the leaſt Ardour to engage, or the 
ſmalleſt Attention to improve any fa- 
vourable Event to his Advantage ? 
Where was the Spirit of Reſolution and 
Enterprize worthy of a Britiſh Com- 
mander ? What Loſſes did he receive, 
but that of a Timber-head ? What 
Danger could he apprehend, when the 
Enemy's Fire did not reach a Ship in 
his Divifion much nearer than himſelf? 
| Where 
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11 
Where was the Heroiſm of deli- 
vering his Orders without Terror or 


Confuſion, while he was ſituated at ſo 
harmleſs a Diſtance? If this can pro- 
ceed from Neglect, it may colt us more 
than Minorca- our Navy and King- 


dom too. And what can Cowardice 


The moſt 


or Diſaffection do more? 


friendly and partial Evidences do him 


no Honour, and repreſent him, at beſt, 
but as an inactive, inglorious Spectator, 
indifferent to Victory, rather than as a 
vigorous Commander, whoſe Country's 
Reputation, as well as his own, was 


immediately intereſted in the Event. 
And if the unexceptionable Atteſtations 
of the reſt have any Authority with 
them, we cannot be at a Loſs to whom 
we ſhall aſcribe the Defeat of that fatal 
Expedition ; and we cannot but think 

1 "0 Soli- 


[ 28 ] 
a Solicitude to defend a Conduct fo un- : 
deniably culpable, will deſerve Part of 
the Ignominy which attends it. Your 


Friends, fearful of pronouncing too 
haſty a Sentence, fejected a great many 
Reports which enhanced the Guilt of 
this Action, and waved their Opinion 
till the moſt material Circumſtances 
were confirmed by the Court-Martial. . 

THEY are ſenſible of the Difficulty of 
forming a juſt Judgment upon an En- 
gagement, which requires ſuch exten- 
five Skill, and ſo minute an Attention, 
to be free from all Exception: Yet 
when they ſee a Ship of the firſt Note, 
for. ſailing, ſcandalouſly loitering in the 
Rear, without any juſt Impediment, 
while the reſt were ſuſtaining unequal 
Fire, with not one Man wounded or 


killed during the whole Time, though 
— 


( 29 ] 
all the Evidences were unanimous in 
commending the Admiral, we could 
not help condemning it as defective; 
and while this is the Caſe, we cannot 
approve of your endeavouring to ob- 
ſtruct or mitigate the Puniſhment ſuch 
Miſbehaviour deſerves. Theſe Remon- 
ſtrances are not the Dictates of Paſſion 
and Malice; but of a Deſire for the 
impartial unbiaſſed Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice. The Honour of every brave 
Man is dear, as the Actions of every 
Coward are odious, to his Country.--- 
It is incumbent on your Lordſhip to 


remove all Suſpicions of Partiality from 
the Minds of your Friends, that your 
Memory may not be tranſmitted to 
Poſterity in Connection with that Name, 
which they will have as much Reaſon 
| to 
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L 305 1 
to deteſt as their Anceſtors had to ad- 
mire. 


military Oeconomy is relaxed by an un- 
bounded Indulgence to ſuperior Offi- 
cers, when ſupreme Orders are ſtripped 


of all their Meaning and Force, by the 
arbitrary Conſtruction of thoſe to whom 
they are directed, when the greateſt 


Offenders, relying upon their affluent 


Fortunes and almighty Influence, ſhall 


be able to reſiſt the united Demands of 
a whole People, crying for Vengeance, 
we can never be aſtoniſhed at the Con- 


ſequences which will follow. The Re- 
ſtraint of publick Awe will be removed, 
popular Diſpleaſure deſpiſed, and our 
invaluable Poſſeſſions will be ſacrificed to 
Indolence, Timidity, or private Re- 
venge.— That this was our Caſe we had 
but 


WHEN the neceſſary Rigor of the 
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I 1 
but too much Reaſon to apprehend, 
when ſuch uncommon Circumſtances 
of Delay protracted the Execution of a 
late Sentence ſo long. At laſt we find 
that neither Artifice nor Intreaty, Inte- 
reſt nor Power, can wreſt from us that 
Victim to Juſtice which our Misfortunes 
require of us.---Whether we are to look 
upon any hidden Mover in this dark La- 
byrinth as antecedently guilty or no, we 
refer to the Deliberations of Parliament ; 
and, waving all Aſſertions and Mur- 
murs not ſufficiently ſupported, ſhall 


acquieſce in the Reſult of their impar- 
tizl Enquiries. 


My Lord, you cannot do greater Juſ- | 


tice toyourſelf, or F avour toyour Friends, 
than by promoting, to the utmoſt of 
your Power, that Scrutiny we have re- 
commended to you, that the Cauſes of 


Our 


' 
j 
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our Diſaſters may no longer be conceal- 
ed, nor their Authors eſcape with Impu- 
nity : May future Diſcoveries refle& an 
agreeable Light upon ydur Conduct, 
and reſtore you to that Eſteem ydu once 
deſervedly poſſeſſed. If theſe Reaſon- 
ings are not founded on ſo exact a Know- 


ledge of the inacceffible Situation of Sr. 


Philip's, or ſo accurate a Calculation of 


the Force of the two Squadrons as your 
Lordſhip obtained, we may expect you 


will confute them by an open Vindica- 
cation ; for Silence and Contempt will 
only confirm them. 

IT would be malignantly partial to 
have directed the popular Clamour a- 
gainſt you, had not you invited this 
Addreſs by the Taſk you voluntarily un- 
dertook, in which you have advanced 
fo little material, that the Admiral was 

; | in- 
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indebted more to the Generoſity of your 
Friendſhip than the Merit of your Evi- 
dence. | 

To draw this Letter to a Concluſion; 
when the Actions of any Officer are not 
called to publick Account, it creates a 
ſtrong and probable Preſumption in his 
Defence : But there is a ſecret Judge 
in every human Breaſt, by which a 
brave Man would always wiſh to be ap- 
proved. Honour erects a more equi- 
table Tribunal; and its Decrees are ir- 
reverſable. To ſtand acquitted there, it 
is neceſſary that every Prejudice and 
Exception, which tend to diminiſh the 
Fame of any Exploit, be cleared up and 
removed. 

Tnosk which lie againſt your Lord- 
ſhip are here faithfully related, without 
any grounidlefs; Aſperſions or malicious 

| nw F | Con- 
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Conjectures.--But it is too painful to dwell 
on this critical Subject any longer ; may 
the Review of paſt Misfortunes animate 
us to a more vigorous Execution of fu- 
ture Meaſures. Our Enemies have 
longed triumphed in their perfidious 
Spoils, and reaped the Fruit of our Ne- 
gligence and Miſconduct.— -The laſt 
dear Prizes are at Stake, our Poſſeſſions 
and our Being in the moſt critical Suſ- 
pence.---Yet, when a wiſe and uncor- 
rupted Adminiſtration ſuſtains the ar- 
duous Offices of Government, when 
Valour and Integrity conduct our Arms, 
when our Commanders are recom- 
penſed with their juſt Deſerts, --- a 
brighter Proſpect will dawn upon us; 
Britain may once more lift up her Head, 


her withered Laurels revive, and her 
Dominion over the Deep be re-aſſumed. 
--That 


„ 


---That the Infamy of our late Miſma- 


nagement may be effaced by the Stea- 
dineſs of our Councils, and the Propriety 


of all our Meaſures; and that your Lord- 


ſhip may take an honourable and diſ- 


tinguiſhed Part therein, is the ſincere and 


ardent Wiſh of, 
My LoRD, 


Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant. 
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